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Today Aujourd’hui Hoy Heute

Wednesday highlights, Day Six
1030: Visitors’ program
1030: Section meetings

1400: Committee meetings and work-
shops

2000: Final section meetings

Programme du mercredi 23
10h30: Programme des visiteurs
10h30: Séances des sections

14h00 : Séances des comités et ateliers

20h00 : Derniéres séances des sections

Hoehepunkte am Mittwoch,
Tag 6

10h30: Besucherprogramm
10h30: Sitzungen der Sektionen
14h00: Sitzungen der Ausschuesse

20h00: Letzte Sitzungen der Sektionen

Puntos importantes de Mié-
coles, dia 6

10:30: Programa para visitantes
10:30: Reuniones des las Secciones
14:00: Reuniones de los Comités

20:00: Ultimas reunions de las Sec-
ciones
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WCRC leaders and Native Americans cross the bridge to Tuesday’s Pow Wow. (Photo: Erick Coll)

A day of grace by the river

By Chris Meehan, News Editor

A group of Native Americans crossed a pe-

destrian bridge over the Grand River Tuesday
and approached leaders of the newly formed
World Communion of Reformed Churches
(WCRC) who waited at the other end.

As part of the Uniting General Council, the
Native Americans wanted to show solidarity
by escorting the leaders across the bridge to

the nearby park for a celebration.

Dressed in tribal regalia, Mike Peters, an Oda-
wa minister, said to the WCRC leaders and
Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell, “On
behalf of the Three Fires Alliance and Native
Americans from the four directions, we want
to welcome you officially and to celebrate with
us in the spirit of unity.”

WCRC officials nodded and smiled, offering
their greetings and thanks.

Peters turned and led the procession back to
Ah-Nab-Awen Park, a former tribal settlement
on the banks of the Grand River. They were
greeted by delegates who rode buses from Cal-

vin College to the downtown park, where all
shared in a Reformed worship service followed
by a traditional Pow Wow.

Mayor Heartwell told the crowd UGC is
probably the largest ecumenical gathering his
city would ever have. As an ordained United
Church of Christ minister, he said he sees
important parallels between the Reformed
worldview and Native American spirituality.

“Native American spirituality does not sepa-
rate the life of the spirit from the life of the
community,” Heartwell said. “That is wonder-
fully compatible with Reformed theology.”

The worship was led by Mary Fontaine, a
Presbyterian Church in Canada minister of
the Cree nation, and Holly Haile Davis, the
first Native American woman ordained a min-
ister by the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

In a powerful closing, several hundred faithful
sang “Amazing Grace” in the Cree language
under a bright blue sky. Said Davis, “May
everything we do help us to live together in
peace on good Mother Earth.”
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Pow-wow amérindien pour chrétiens

Par Chris Meehan, Rédacteur Nouvelles

Un groupe d’Amérindiens a traversé le pont

piétonnier sur la Riviere Grand et s'est avancé
vers les leaders de la Communion Mondiale
d’Eglises Réformées (CMER), nouvellement
crée, qui attendaient a 'autre extrémité du

pont.

Participant a I'’Assemblée Générale de
I"Unification, les Autochtones voulaient
manifester leur solidarité en accompagnant
les leaders lors de leur traversée du pont pour
atteindre un parc tout proche ol une célébra-
tion devait se tenir.

Habillé dans sa grande tenue tribale, Mike
Peters, un pasteur de la tribu des Odawa, s’est
adressé aux leaders de la CMER ainsi quau
maire de Grand Rapids, Geoge Heartwell :

« Au nom de I’Alliance des Trois Feux et

des Amérindiens venus des quatre points
cardinaux : « Nous tenons a vous accueillir
officiellement et vous inviter a célébrer avec
nous l'esprit d’unité ».

Les responsables de la CMER ont accueilli

cette invitation avec reconnaissance et sourire,
présentant leurs salutations et Uexpression de

leur gratitude.

Peters s’est alors tourné pour conduire la
procession vers le Parc Ah-Nab-Awen , un
ancien lieu d’habitat sur les rives de la Riviere
Grand. Ils furent accueillis par les délégués

qui étaient arrivés au parc en bus depuis le
College Calvin. Tous ont alors pris part 2 un
service religieux Réformé, suivi d’'un Pow-wow
traditionnel.

Le Maire Heartwell a expliqué 2 la foule venue
du CMER qu’il s’agissait sans doute du plus
important rassemblement cecuménique qui

se tiendrait sa ville. En tant que pasteur de
I'Eglise Unie du Christ, il voyait des paralléles
entre la conception Réformée du monde et la
spiritualité autochtone.

“La spiritualité¢ amérindienne ne sépare pas la
vie de lesprit de la vie de la communauté”, a
rappelé M. Heartwell. « Ceci est merveilleuse-

ment compatible avec la théologie Réformée ».

Le culte fut présidé par Mary Fontaine,
pasteure de 'Eglise Presbytérienne du Canada,

A proud boy prepares to dance at Tuesday’s
Pow Wow. (Photo: Erick Coll)

originaire de la nation Cree, et Holly Haile
Davis, la premiére pasteure autochtone de
I'Eglise Presbytérienne des Etats-Unis.”

Dans un moment émouvant, en conclusion
de la féte, plusieurs centaines de personnes ont
entonné « Amazing Grace », en langue Cree.
La pasteure Davis a ajouté : « Que tout ce

que nous faisons nous aide  vivre en paix sur
notre Bonne Mére la Terre ».

Twiss: time to overcome ‘cowboy theology’
y gy

By Jerry Van
Marter, UGC cor-

respondent

A renowned Native
American leader Tues-
day appealed to the
newly created World

Communion of Re-

Richard Twiss

formed Churches to
establish a truth and
reconciliation-like commission. Its proposed
aim: to “seek ways to make restitution to
tribal people” for the churches’ complicity in
“co-opting the Bible as a tool of colonialism
and imperialism” in North America over the
last 400 years.

Richard Twiss, a Lakota/Sioux from South
Dakota now living near Portland, Ore., said
such a commission — comprising indigenous
people from North America and the Global
South — is necessary to overcome “cowboy

theology,” which he charged has perpetuated
“a distinct evangelical bias against native and
indigenous culture and ways.”

The “demonizing” of native religious expres-
sions means that “most [Native American]
people reject Christianity because they
consider it a white man’s religion,” Twiss said,
“and it breaks my heart because Jesus is the
hope of the world in all its brokenness.”

Twiss was the keynote speaker on a day that
featured a Pow Wow and worship service in

Ah-Nab-Awen Park.

Twiss, a Christian since 1974, said “following
Jesus started out very simple ... but then be-
coming a Christian became very complicated”
as churches insisted that Native American cul-
tural and religious expressions were unaccept-
able. “T had to change my clothes, cut my hair,
play different musical instruments — just a
drum wasn’t good enough anymore. We were

never allowed and never learned to contextual-

ize the gospel in our culture.”

Twiss sees hope in the emerging missiologi-
cal model “missio Dei” (“mission of God”),
which, he said, “points to the radical com-
munal nature of God” rather than focusing on
the institutional church. “God’s very nature

is missionary — not primarily about the
propagation or transmission of intellectual
convictions, doctrines, moral commands,”

he said, “but rather about the inclusion of all
creation in God’s overflowing, superabundant
life of communion.”

In “mission Dei,” Twiss said, “indigenous
people find a place of identity, belonging,
value, peace, justice and affirmation — sha-
lom. Can we reimagine a new or changed
future where people are living out their faith
in Jesus in light ... together as fellow learners
and co-equal participants in the life, work and
mission of Jesus?”
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Accra: espiritualidad y compromiso

Mary Fontaine, a Presbyterian minister in

Canada, leads a Cree version of “Amazing

Grace” at the Pow Wow. (Photo: Erick Coll)

Por Dafne Sabanes Plou,
corresponsal AGU

“La confesion de Accra estd impregnada de
una espiritualidad responsable”, sefialé Helis
Barraza Diaz delegado de la Iglesia Presbite-
riana de Colombia ante la Asamblea General
de Unificacién. “Debemos comprender que
la misién de la iglesia es integral y que ser
fermento en el mundo implica prepararse
espiritualmente, siguiendo el ejemplo de
Jesucristo”, agregd Barraza Diaz quien fue
moderador de esta iglesia colombiana hasta
diciembre de 2009.

Barraza Diaz sefialé que la Confesion de
Accra, un documento fundamental para la
Comunidn de Iglesias Reformadas (CMIR)
debe ser considerado desde las tres perspec-
tivas con las que fue pensado: la espiritualidad,
la misién y la justicia social. “Es prioritario
analizar estos textos con esta visién integral,
para poder dar respuestas pertinentes ante la
realidad que nos desaffa dia a dfa como iglesias
y como fieles testigos del Evangelio”, sostuvo.

“La iglesia no es una organizacién no-gu-
bernamental, si lo fuera perderia su razén de
ser”, sefialé el lider colombiano. “En nuestra
préctica concreta de la justicia es importante
analizar el contexto en el que nos toca actuar
con sentido biblico. Sélo dejéndonos guiar
por la Palabra de Dios podremos responder a
las expectativas del mundo. Si no estudiamos
la Biblia, si no nos ponemos en las manos del
Espiritu Santo, no podremos actuar como
iglesia ante la injusticia”.

“Cuando leemos el pasaje biblico donde Jests
recibe a los discipulos de Juan, les dice lo que
estd ocurriendo, sobre como la gente estd
siendo sanada y al mismo tiempo se anuncia
el Reino de Dios. También lo vemos a Jests
retirdndose a orar, a meditar, a tener momen-
tos intimos con Dios durante su actividad
evangelizadora o en momentos de grandes
milagros”, continué Barraza. “Muchas veces
se tiene el prejuicio de que quienes estamos
preocupados por la justicia social no tenemos
espiritualidad. Esto no es asi. Hay que ser muy
espiritual para trabajar por la justicia social”,
afirmé.

Mit heifSem Herzen fir Gerechtigkeit

Von Jan-Gerd Heetderks,
VGV-Korrespondent

,»Wir waren total {iberrascht iiber das
vielfiltige Engagement der europiischen
Kirchen. Und wenn es nur der Einbau einer
umweltfreundlichen Heizungsanlage ist: da
hat das Thema ,Bewahrung der Schépfung”
auf der Tagesordnung gestanden!, meint
Martina Wasserloos-Strunk augenzwinkernd.
Sie hat im Auftrag des Europiischen Gebietes
vom RWB das Buch , Europe Covenanting
for Justice” herausgegeben. Mit Vikar Martin
Engels hat sie im vergangenen Jahr Kontake zu
den reformierten Kirchen in Europa auf-
genommen.

»Wir haben alle Kirchen angeschrieben und
um Beitrige gebeten.“ Tatsichlich ist eine
Sammlung theoretischer Beitrige zu verschie-
denen theologischen Themen entstanden. In

den zehn Beitrigen aus ganz Europa spiegelt

sich wieder, wie die Europiische Diskussion
zum Thema , Gerechtigkeit“ seit der Versam-
mlung in Accra weiter gegangen ist. Dabei
kommen die Schliisselbegriffe, aber auch die
heiflen Eisen® noch einmal zur Sprache.

Auch die praktischen Projekte, von denen ei-
nige im Covenanting-Buch veréffentlicht sind,
zeigen, dass die in Accra diskutierten Themen
in Europa ernst genommen werden. Auch
wenn die Accra-Erklidrung selbst in einigen
europiischen Lindern kontrovers diskutiert
wurde — das Engagement fiir gerechte Struk-
turen unter den Bedingungen der Globalisier-
ung wird im Praxisteil von ,Europe Covenant-
ing for Justice” eindrucksvoll dokumentiert.
Neben einem Projekt gegen Kinderarmut der
Evangelischen Kirche von Westfalen findet
sich hier auch der Bericht des bilateralen
Engagements gegen ,, Trafficking™ an der
Deutsch-Tschechischen Grenze, ein Projekt

der EKD und der Evangelischen Kirche der
Bohmischen Briider in Tschechien.

»Man kann gut merken, dass das Thema , Es
ist genug fiir alle da!“ in Europa angekommen
ist. Nach den Krisen der jiingsten Vergangen-
heit stehen auch in Europa viele Menschen
vor der Frage, wie eine gemeinsame, leb-
enswerte Welt aussehen kann. Wir konnten
nur eine Auswahl der Projekte veréffentlichen,
denn das Engagement ist vielfiltig, spontan
und kreativ.“, berichtet Martina Wasserloos-
Strunk. , Wir merken, dass in unseren Kirchen
jetzt Themen auf der Tagesordnung stehen,
die zeigen, dass es im ,reichen Europa®
besorgniserregende Entwicklungen im Bereich
von Armut und Existenzsicherung gibt. Die
europiischen Kirchen oder vielmehr die
Menschen dort, engagieren sich mit unter-
schiedlichen Mitteln aber heifem Herzen fiir
Gerechtigkeit!
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Colorful banners tell mission history

By Jackie Macadam,
UGC correspondent

For many delegates, a striking display in the
conference foyer traces 100 years of mission,
from the Edinburgh 1910 Missionary Confer-
ence until the present day.

Artist Judith Rempel Smucker is the design
force behind the display. A Mennonite from
Akron, Pennsylvania, she leaped at the chance
to take part in the ecumenical project created
and assembled by Jet den Hollander, executive
secretary of the WARC Mission Project from
2006 to 2010.

Den Hollander is passionate that the message
of the banners not be lost in the pictures.

“This is a narrative contribution to the history
of mission,” she says. “This is a missiologi-

cal presentation through art where you can
read the history of mission. It’s a way of really
appreciating the work done by people who
most of us will have never heard of before.
Each stakeholder in Edinburgh 2010 sent in
their own contribution so that the people who
meant a great deal to them get recognition at
last.”

As “pilgrims” walk from station to station,
they encounter Christians from different de-

Tomorrow Demain Mafana Morgen

Thursday highlights
1030: Final committee meetings
1400: Business plenary (election)

2000: First meeting of new presidium
and executive committee

Programme du jeudi 24
1030: Derniéres rencontres en comités
1400: Réunion Pleniére (Elections)

2000: Premiére réunion du nouveau
Bureau et du Comité Exécutif

cades, contexts, denominations and networks

in images on the banners. The interaction with

these mission pioneers is intended to invite
reflection on the pilgrim’s own witness today.

“As a designer,” Rempel Smucker says, “you
have to consider the different types of people
who will look at the display, so you need
good, dynamic visuals and interesting stories.

“My hope is that as people move along the
banners, they will reflect on each and consider
them in relation to their own faith.”

The banners took two months to design and
left Judith wanting to find out more about
some of the people that appear in them.

“I was grabbed by the stories of Jorgelina
Lozada from Argentina, Anna Wuhrmann and
Lydia Mengwelune from Switzerland and the
Cameroons. There’s also a modern story from
the 1990’s of Muhammad Nurayn Ashafa and
James Movel Wuye from Northern Nigeria,
men from opposing armed militias who came
together to become co-directors of a Muslim-
Christian Interfaith Mediation Centre.”

Rempel Smucker also designed the logo for
the WCRC.

Hoehepunkte am Donnerstag,
24, Juni

10h30: Abschliessende Sitzungen der
Ausschuesse

14h00: Plenarsitzung: Wahlen

20h00: Erste Sitzung des neuen Praesidi-
ums und des Exekutivausschusses

Puntos importantes de jueves, 24
dejunio

10:30: Reunidn final de los Comités
14:00: Sesién plenaria : Elecciones

20:00: Primera reunién del Nuevo Pre-
sidium y del Comité ejecutivo

Judith Rempel Smucker designed the missions
banner display. (Photo: Jackie Macadam)
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